
The material that would be sprayed in the Forest Preserves and Timberlake 

Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt) occurs naturally in the soil and on plants. Different 
varieties of this bacterium produce a crystal protein that is toxic to specific groups 
of insects. Bt has been available in North America as a commercial microbial 
insecticide since the 1960s and is sold under various trade names. These 
products have an excellent safety record and can be used on crops until close to 
the day of harvest. Bt can be applied using conventional spray equipment but, 
because the bacteria must be eaten to be effective, good spray coverage is 
essential. 

 


